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torn to get up at sunrise and take a little walk before I read the papers,
Huh, you-"
"I was worried about your health, but you look well," Sumitomo
observed through his eyeglasses as he sat down on the edge of the
veranda.
Saionji pushed the paper from his lap to the mat and moved to-
wards his brother. "You bought a large automobile." Then he said,
staring at Sumitomo, "You, too, are looking strong—and full of vigor.
How old are you, forty-seven or eight?"
"About that. Yes, I am active now. During the Russo-Nipponese
War inflation I got in on the ground floor, so even the present post-
war depression does not shake me as hard as it does the average or
smaller businessmen. I am even expanding my enterprises by purchas-
ing some defunct companies at a reasonable figure, and so on."
He wiped his neat moustache with a handkerchief.
"Brother Saionji, if there should be another great boom like that
during the last war, I'm almost certain I will come close to the Mitsui
and the Mitsubishi, who have also increased their tremendous hold-
ings."
The sunrays began to beat on the Seifuso.
"Huh, I guess you are busy."
"Well, yes, I have already done practically a day's work this morn-
ing. With the automobile, travel is faster and easier than by carriages.
The only obstacle is the narrow roads. I was inspecting some plants
and properties,—Wasn't Genro Ito's death tragic?"
"Huh, as they say, 'man's life vanishes like the morning dew-he
has gone."
"In every nook and corner of the land the loss of that statesman
is felt, Brother. He was aggressive and constructive."
"He was interesting, too, Takamaro. He rarely admitted his defeat,
probably never did in public. Once he compared himself with Toyo-
tomi Hideyoshi, that great peasant-bom dictator, and said that Hide-
yoshi could never have been his equal because he was illiterate. But
his conceit was a trifle, in contrast to what he accomplished for his
country."
Sumitomo looked at Saionji during a brief silence, "I'd like to talk to
you."
Saionji nodded.
"I have several things in mind. I don't know whether you

